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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

GIVE THANKS

GIVE THANKS

GIVE THANKS

Ase, Aché, Axé
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WELCOME TO DANCE IMMERSION'S
2024-2025 SEASON!
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2024-2025 SEASON AT A GLANCE

OCTOBER
2024

National Showcase
of Canadian

Blacks in Dance
Presentation

FEBRUARY
2025

DJATA:
CONVERSATION OF
THE MANDEN
(Excerpt): Aly Keita

NOVEMBER
2024

Black & Rural Presentation

Black & Rural Community
Gathering Co-Presented
with b current

Toronto Biennial of Art/
DanceWorks
Co-Presentations

APRIL
2025

BOW’T TRAIL
Retrospek
Presentation

JAN-FEB
2025

Online Bantaba & Instagram
Live Discussion Series

Dance Ontario
DanceWeekend Showcase

Call to Artists open for the
DTM Creation Lab

JUNE
2025

DTM Creation

Lab - Professional
Development /
Mentorship Lab with
Tarragon Theatre
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2024-2025 SEASON IN DETAIL

National Showcase of Canadian Blacks in Dance

Harbourfront Centre Theatre, Toronto

Corporeal Imago, Marie-Néika Obas, Vladimir “7Starr”
Laurore, Ambrose Tjark, Lisa La Touche Etienne Charles,
BaKari Lindsay, Esie Mensah!

Black & Rural: Shayna Jones & Pi Theatre

Hosted by Tarragon Theatre, Toronto
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Shayna Jones, dance Immersion & b current Performing Arts are collaborating
to offer Ontario-based African Diasporic artists a communal learning experience
that includes embodied storytelling workshops, informal performances,
collective drumming, and a home-cooked African-Caribbean meal!

» Saturday, November 23, 2024 from 10:00 AM — 10:00 PM,
including travel to

PRESENTATION & EDUCATION

» Friday, February 7, 2025 @ 7:30 PM — Workshop
» Saturday, February 8, 2025 @ 8:00 PM — Excerpt Presentation & Discussion

In this duet work-in-progress showing, Aly draws inspiration from
the Manding epic, one of the most significant founding narratives of West African
oral traditions, dating back to the 13th century. In this piece, he focuses on the
central character, Soundjata Keita, and the segment of the legend known as
the “Awakening of the Lion.” Through his dance—acrobatic and percussive—

Aly embodies the messages conveyed by the griots’ sung tales, while also
reflecting his personal journey in a continuous dialogue between strength and
vulnerability. dance Immersion will present the full version of this piece with
additional cast members, in the 2025-2026 season.

In this extended post-performance discussion designed to enlighten
participants on deepening musical practice through movement, Aly discusses his
musical creative process is composite: he shapes the sound environment while
developing his movements, creating a loop where music and dance respond to
each other.

African rhythms and melodies in action — a bodily experience. Aly
Keita uses exercises in singing, dancing, and physical coordination to develop
rhythmic awareness, encouraging participants to feel and express rhythm and
melodies in their bodies.
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PRESENTATION

» Friday, April 4, 2025 @ 11:00 AM & 8:00 PM
» Saturday, April 5, 2025 @ 8:00 PM

Following our 2023 Toronto presentation of the studio excerpt of this work, we
are proud to present the stunning full-length BOW’T TRAIL Retrospek in April
2025. Since 2015, Rhodnie Désir has been exploring the Americas in search of
Afro-descendant cultures, including Martinique, Haiti, Brazil, Mexico, Halifax and
New Orleans. The choreographer, driven by a desire and a need to transcend
her origins, has been immersing herself in the African cultures and rhythms of the
peoples who were taken to these lands. The resulting performance piece, BOW’'T
TRAIL Retrospek, is a conversation between the present and the past, channeled
through the body of Rhodnie Désir, in which more than 130 testimonies collected
on lands of the Americas still reside. In this award-winning interdisciplinary work,
Désir transcends polyrhythmic and majestic textures and sonorities while her body
is mysteriously enveloped by video projections and plural memories connecting
the audience to the universe of her travels. She is accompanied on stage by two
maestros: Engone Endong and Jahsun. The matinée is presented in partnership
with DanceWorks.
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INCUBATION & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

dance Immersion will be a company in residence at Tarragon Theatre
beginning in the 24-25 Season!

Tarragon Theatre is a creation and playwrights theatre. We seek to create
theatre that investigates artistic form, from non-traditional practices and
methods of storytelling, to movement, music or non-text-based performance
- all toward creating enriching and provocative theatre experiences. Equally
a hub for creation, development and education - Tarragon is Canada’s
Neighbourhood Theatre.

- Tarragon Theatre will host presentations curated by dance Immersion at its
wonderful Toronto venue

- dance Immersion and Tarragon will periodically develop and produce
co-curated new works by local artists, and

- Our two organizations will collaborate on an exciting new shared
professional development program for dance and theatre artists.

Ouir first such professional development program is DTM Creation Lab, a two-
week paid creation residency that will provide four artists with dramaturgical,
musical, and choreographic mentorship and development space. DTM (dance/
theatre/music) Creation Lab will foster cross-disciplinary collaboration, spark
inspiration, and create shared insights and experiences between dance and
theatre artists that help build meaningful, career-changing connections.

The two-week intensive will culminate in an In-Studio Showcase of the

artists’ works-in-progress.

DTM Creation Lab will run from June 16 through June 27, 2025 with resident
artists selected from an open call in early 2025.
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EDUCATION

Emerging Dance Artists: We see youl!

With the THRIVE Toolkit, you will be able to dive into the THRIVE videos on our
website to receive insights, tips, and advice for all emerging dance artists. The
webpage will also provide further written resources to help move your careers
forward!

The THRIVE Toolkit 2024 is created by dance Immersion, with artists based

in Toronto, Canada lending their experience and voices to help dance artists
flourish. THRIVE features insights from Natasha Powell, Kevin A. Ormsby, Vivine
Scarlett, Jaz ‘Fairy J’ Simone, Ronald A. Taylor, and Timea Wharton-Suri.

This resource is funded by RBC and supported by Jorgen Dance / George
Brown College Dance Department.

Coming to the web in the fall of 2024!

PLUS! EDUCATION & COMMUNITY DISCUSSION EVENTS

« Our first partnership with the Toronto Biennial of Art to co-present events
featuring Nickeshia Garrick (co-presented by DanceWorks), and
Travis Knights.

« Our ongoing curation of one of the choreographies presented at Dance
Ontario’s DanceWeekend showcase.

« Online Bantaba & Instagram Live Discussion Series following the
Community Corner Conversation Blog.

- Our ongoing artist profiles in our newsletter and on our website.
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JOIN OUR FAMILY OF SUPPORTERS!

You can make a one-time or monthly gift to dance Immersion by:
www.danceimmersion.ca/donate/
www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/dance-immersion/

1000 Yonge St Suite 303, Toronto, ON M4W 2K2



http://www.danceimmersion.ca/donate/
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/dance-immersion/

Public Funders:

Legacy Series Sponsor: THRIVE Emerging
Artist Toolkit Sponsor:

Venue and Presenting Partners:



dance IMMERSION

Vision:

Mission:

Artistic Vision Statement:

Staff:

Board of Directors:

dance Immersion


https://danceimmersion.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/danceimmersion/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/danceimmersion?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/dance.immersion/
http://lightupthesky.ca

